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Problems Raised by Egypt‘s Nilitary Regime

General Nagib's assumption of the Egyptian preaier-

ship and the arrest of major political amd military oppo-

sition leaders assure that the army will direct govern-
mental sffairs for some time to come, \

The aray's attemtion hazs been focused om the reor-
ganization of the armed forces to stremgthean the cligue's
position. Officers loyal to the old leadership or dis-
satisfied with the new have been retired. The aray re-
ported that it had anticipated and foiled two or three
counter-coups.

The iatemsity of anti-corruption sentiment in the
clique and civilian failure to put through the demanded
reforns made the army's intervention in civil affairs
inevitable. The deciding factor which caused the aramy
to force Ali Naher's resigmation was the fear that the
failure of the goversment and the political parties to
begin adequate reforms would undermine the position of
the army leaders themselves.

The extrome asaticnalism of the new govermment is
rellected by its appointment of an erthodox Noslem arsy
officer to the Regeacy Counmcil. Two important cabinmet
appointees are members of the anti-British Natiomalist
Party. A third is 3 member of the inner circle of the
Noslem Brotherhood.

The quick arrest or house detemtion of top Wafd
leaders, as well as officials of other parties, elimi-
sated an imcipient political threat to the military
leadership. The goverameat's subsequent ultimatum to
Egyptian political parties to elimisate corruptios with-
in 30 days is further evideace that the army will allow
B0 interference. 1t climaxed the politieal purge on 11
Septenber by dissolving the once-impregnadble Wafd.
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. The aray cas probably reform Bgypt's politics, but
its drastic sconomic program offers sericus problems.
The threatssed divisios of large estates may undersine
Egypt's ability to compete in world markets for cottom,
its chisf product.

_ Genersl ¥agil and his nssociates bave shows 2
Iriendly attitude toward the United States, but little
interest in talkimg with Great Britaim. The antiomalist,
anti-British stand of ssveral impertanst figures and the
removal oI mamny pro-Western officials Lrom power suggest
that the present regise’s policy toward Briiain, MEDO,
and isrsel may be so less intramsigest thas tuat of for-
ner goveraments, ‘ already evident is other
Aradh nations 1ike  indicate tRat Nagibk's success
or failurs in maintsinisg his pesitios and emforeim; his
reforse will have infloence on the sntire Arad world.
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